
Course Information Form

Course Title Theory and Models in Tourism Research

Course Code TUR646 Couse Level Third Cycle (Doctorate Degree)

ECTS Credit 5 Workload 125 (Hours) Theory 3 Practice 0 Laboratory 0

Objectives of the Course The aim of this doctoral-level course is to develop students’ ability to think theoretically in tourism research and to 
design research grounded in sound scientific principles. The course seeks to enable students to critically evaluate how 
theories are developed, tested, and translated into research models within the social sciences. Students are expected 
to gain competence in analyzing existing theories, identifying theoretical gaps, and formulating original research 
questions that contribute to the advancement of tourism knowledge.

Course Content This course covers the philosophy of science, approaches to theory development in social sciences, and the main 
theoretical frameworks used in tourism research. It addresses deductive, inductive, and abductive reasoning as 
foundations of theory building. Key behavioral, organizational, experiential, and sustainability-oriented theories 
commonly applied in tourism studies are critically examined. The course also focuses on essential components of 
research design, including the development of research questions, construction of conceptual frameworks, 
specification of variables and their relationships, and hypothesis formulation. Overall, the course emphasizes the role 
of theory not only as an explanatory tool but also as a fundamental structure for generating new scientific knowledge in 
tourism research.

Work Placement N/A

Planned Learning Activities and Teaching Methods Explanation (Presentation), Discussion, Case Study, Project Based Study, Individual 
Study, Problem Solving

Name of Lecturer(s) Asst. Prof. Erdem BAYDENİZ

Assessment Methods and Criteria

Method Quantity Percentage (%)

Midterm Examination 1 40

Final Examination 1 60

Recommended or Required Reading

1 Booth, W. C., Colomb, G. G., & Williams, J. M. (2016). The craft of research (4th ed.). University of Chicago Press.

2 Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods (5th ed.). Oxford University Press.

3 Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches (4th ed.). Sage Publications.

4 Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches (4th ed.). Sage Publications.

5 Hair, J. F., Hult, G. T. M., Ringle, C. M., & Sarstedt, M. (2022). A primer on partial least squares structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) (3rd 
ed.). Sage Publications.

6 Johnson, R. A., & Wichern, D. W. (2014). Applied multivariate statistical analysis (6th ed.). Pearson.

7 Kline, R. B. (2016). Principles and practice of structural equation modeling (4th ed.). Guilford Press.

8 Kuhn, T. S. (2012). The structure of scientific revolutions (50th anniversary ed.). University of Chicago Press.

Week Weekly Detailed Course Contents & Teaching Methods

1 Theoretical Scientific Knowledge and the Logic of Research

Preparation Work

2 Theoretical Philosophy of Science and Research Paradigms

Preparation Work

3 Theoretical The Distinction Between Theory, Concept, and Model

Preparation Work

4 Theoretical The Logic of Theory Development in the Social Sciences

Preparation Work

5 Theoretical Developing a Research Question

Preparation Work

6 Theoretical Developing a Conceptual Framework

Preparation Work

7 Theoretical Hypothesis Development

Preparation Work

8 Preparation Work

Intermediate Exam MIDTERM EXAM
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9 Theoretical Management and Behavioral Theories in Tourism

Preparation Work

10 Theoretical Destination and Tourism Development Models

Preparation Work

11 Theoretical Sustainability and Systems Approaches

Preparation Work

12 Theoretical Types of Research Designs

Preparation Work

13 Theoretical Measurement, Variables, and Model Building

Preparation Work

14 Theoretical Student conceptual model presentations

Preparation Work

15 Preparation Work

Final Exam FINAL EXAM

16 Preparation Work

17 Preparation Work

18 Preparation Work

19 Preparation Work

20 Preparation Work

21 Preparation Work

22 Preparation Work

23 Preparation Work

24 Preparation Work

25 Preparation Work

26 Preparation Work

27 Preparation Work

28 Preparation Work

29 Preparation Work

30 Preparation Work

31 Preparation Work

32 Preparation Work

Workload Calculation

Activity Quantity Preparation Duration Total Workload

Lecture - Theory 14 2 3 70

Assignment Examination 15 2 0 30

Midterm Examination 1 11 1 12

Final Examination 1 12 1 13

Total Workload (Hours) 125

[Total Workload (Hours) / 25*] = ECTS 5

*25 hour workload is accepted as 1 ECTS

Learning Outcomes

1 Explains the nature of scientific knowledge and fundamental philosophical approaches in social sciences.

2 Analyzes the relationships among theory, concept, and model at an advanced academic level.

3 Critically evaluates key theories in tourism literature.

4 Identifies theoretical gaps in existing tourism research.

5 Formulates research problems and develops scientific research questions.

6 Develops conceptual research models based on theoretical foundations.

7 Prepares research models suitable for empirical investigation.

8 Applies theories in tourism behavior, destination management, and sustainability.

9 Proposes theory-based solutions to contemporary tourism problems.

10 Develops theoretical model proposals that can contribute to academic literature.
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Programme Outcomes (Tourism Management Doctorate)

1 In the context of interdisciplinary structure of tourism management, s/he has scientific knowledge and knowledge about sectoral structure and 
truths which are constituted with the glance of various disciplines. 

2 At her/his judgements, applications and behaviors; via using her/his knowledge regarding to the field of tourism; s/he is able to interprate, 
analyse, define the problems and solve them.

3 S/he is able to transfer the knowledge that’re regarding to the field of tourism, to employees and team workers.

4 Within the scope of a study at the field of tourism management; s/he reachs scientific knowledge by proceeding with an independent manner 
at scientific research process.

5 Fulfill her/his duties and responsibilities at the projects that’re performing on the field of tourism management.

6 S/he determines vision, aim and targets for tourism establishments or the institutes which’re producing knowledge like universities, schools etc.

7 S/he follows the scientific literature at the field of tourism management.

8 Within the scope of learning to learn, s/he reaches the best applications by benefiting scientific data and the samples at her/his field, as well.

9 S/he transfers her/his knowledge, views and suggestions in written and oral forms to the business managers, relevant sections of the society 
by academic channels, professional and non-governmental organizations and public opinion.

10 S/he contacts with academicians and research centers operating in the field of tourism management, take part in research projects, and by 
sharing her/his experiences, transform them to output.

11 S/he is able to use at least a foreign language at academic level.

12 S/he uses computer software, informatics and communication technologies at least in the level of data entering and analyses regarding to 
her/his working areas.

13 S/he makes original recommendations for the issues arising from the unique nature of tourism.

14
S/he has sufficient awareness about universalities of social rights, social justice, quality and cultural values, environmental protection, 
occupational health and safety; besides behaving accordingly to organizational/corporate, business and social ethical values. S/he contributes 
to the sector at producing solutions on these issues.

11 Designs research frameworks aligned with international publication standards.

L1 L2 L3 L4 L5 L6 L7 L8 L9 L10 L11

P1 5 5 5 4 5 5 3 4 4 5 4

P2 3 4 5 5 4 5 5 5 5 5 4

P3 2 2 4 3 5 4 3 2 3 4 3

P4 3 5 4 5 4 5 4 3 3 5 5

P5 2 3 5 4 3 3 2 4 4 4 4

P6 3 4 4 3 5 4 4 5 3 4 2

P7 3 3 3 3 5 4 3 4 4 3 5

P8 3 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 5 4 4

P9 2 3 4 4 4 5 4 3 3 4 4

P10 2 2 3 3 4 4 3 4 3 4 5

P11 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 3 4 3 4

P12 3 5 3 5 4 3 3 4 4 4 5

P13 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 5 4 5

P14 2 3 3 3 4 4 5 3 4 4 4

Contribution of Learning Outcomes to Programme Outcomes 1:Very Low, 2:Low, 3:Medium, 4:High, 5:Very High
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